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Angela Overman appointed district attorney
Governor Greg Abbott’s
office made the announcement
Thursday that Angela Overman
had been appointed district
attorney for the 286th Judicial
District.
The 286th Judicial District
covers both Hockley and Cochran
counties.

The appointment of Overman
to the position follows the
resignation of Christopher Dennis,
former district attorney, which
was submitted Friday, September
6.
Following his resignation,
Dennis hired Gary Goff, former
district attorney for the 286th

Judicial District, as assistant
district attorney.
Goff explained that in the
wake of the resignation of an
elected official, that official still
has managerial duties in the office
to which he or she is elected.
Thus, Dennis was able to hire
Goff after he had resigned from

Ropes ISD voters approved
a bond issuance to raise $5.825
million to fund improvements to
the school, including 12 additional
classrooms and additions to the
cafeteria at Ropes’ school.
There were 167 voters who
voted for the bond and 130 voters
who voted against it. A total of
297 people voted in the Ropes
ISD bond election.
This is the second bond
election that Ropes ISD has held
in the past 10 years. The district
passed a bond election in 2013.
That bond election raised $5

million and was used to upgrade
the safety and security of facilities
at Ropes ISD.
That
bond
election
established the district’s existing
28.5 cents for I&S tax rate. That
bond is anticipated to be paid off
in 2033.
Prior to that, Ropes ISD
issued a bond in 1963, which was
paid off in 1993.
The election will add 20.5
cents to the district’s I&S tax rate,
making it a total of 49 cents.,
making the total tax rate, with
maintenance and operations

(M&O rate) $1.55835.
More than 1,600 people cast
votes in Hockley County in the
states election for 10 proposed
amendments to the state
constitution. The results are as
follows:
–Proposition
1:
The
constitutional
amendment
permitting a person to hold more
than one office as a municipal
judge at the same time–615 votes
for and 1,037 votes agasinst;
–Proposition
2:
The
constitutional
amendment
See ELECTION, page 2

Ropes ISD bond passes,
Texas voters cast
ballots on propositions

his position.
Sources close to the matter
say that Overman was one of two
local attorneys who traveled to
Austin to interview for the
position. There were several
attorneys who submitted
applications to the governor’s
office.
Overman’s appointment
returns the office to full staff.
Overman’s appointment will fill
the remainder of Dennis’ term,
which expires December 31, 2020,
or until another district attorney
is elected and qualified.
District Judge Pat Phelan
administered the oath of office to
Overman Friday in the 286th
Judicial District Courtroom at the
Hockley County Courthouse.
Overman currently serves as
the county attorney to Cochran
County.
Overman said she is excited
to begin serving the counties of
Hockley and Cochran in the role
as district attorney.
“I would like to thank
Governor Abbott. I am very
humbled and appreciative of his
confidence in me and my abilities
to fulfill the duties of this office,”
Overman said. “I will be fair and
impartial in all my decisions. I
will bring integrity to the office
and I will respect and honor the

oath of office.
“Rest assured that I will go
the extra mile to serve Cochran
and Hockley counties, to resolve
cases in the interest of justice,
and to bring stability to the
position,” Overman continued.
“Nobody will outwork me.”
The filing period begins

Saturday, November 9, for the
upcoming March primary in which
the district attorney’s position
will be on the ballot. Candidates
can file through December 9 in
both Hockley and Cochran
counties, but must file with the
state rather than the local
Republican party.

SWEARING IN–District Judge Pat Phelan administered the oath of
office to Angela Overman, Friday, in the district courtroom. Overman
was appointed by Governor Greg Abbott to serve as the new district
attorney for the 286th District Court. Overman’s appointment will
continue through the unexpired term of Christopher Dennis, who
resigned in September, which goes through December 31, 2020. (Staff
Photo)

Roadshow highlights local preservation challenges
By Kati Moody
News Editor
Levelland is home to many
buildings that were built at the
turn of the 20th century, and
businesses that still operate in
those buildings today.
Buildings such as these
come with obstacles, but they
also come with a rich history and
each one has its own story to tell.
Several state organizations
and non-profits have dedicated
time, resources and people to
identifying these buildings,
preserving them, and sharing
their stories with the public.
Three of these organizations
were part of the Preservation
Texas Roadshow that made its
way
through
Levelland,
Wednesday.
The roadshow was made
possible through a grant from the
Stillwater Foundation. It allowed
for local preservationists,
historians, stakeholders and
business owners to come together
and have roundtable discussions
about local preservation
challenges and statewide
preservation programs.
Preservation is one of the
main goals of the Levelland Main
Street program, which Missy
Passmore, manager of the Main
Street program, says is what put
Levelland on the map for the

Preservation Texas Roadshow.
Barbra
Brannen,
a
representative with Preservation
Texas who was also a judge for
the Texas Downtown Association

Awards that were held recently,
was one of the participants. After
seeing Burklee Hill was a finalist
for one of the awards, Brannen
knew that was the perfect place to

host the roadshow in Levelland.
“That shows an advantage
of being a Main Street city,”
Passmore said. “It’s another way
of getting our name out there

PRESERVATION TEXAS ROADSHOW–Representatives from Preservation Texas, Texas Historical
Commission and the Texas Plains Trail held a presentation with local stakeholders, preservationists and
business owners in historic buildings on local and statewide preservation challenges. The first
presentation was held at Burklee Hill, but the group also went on a tour of downtown businesses that are
occupying historic buildings on the downtown square. This photo was taken at Mosaic Coffee Company
on Austin Street, on the south side of the square. Megan Bynum and Leah Bynum, owners at Mosaic
Coffee Company, hosted a presentation on the history of their building and on the challenges they faced
in opening their business in a historic building. The tour also went through businesses, including
Atchison’s Jewelry, Billy Price’s Furniture Store, Studebaker Events and the Wallace Theater. (Staff
Photo)

through the awards and through
the
Texas
Downtown
Association.”
Passmore
said
the
Preservation Texas Roadshow
was a way for local
preservationists and historic
building owners to bridge the gap
between themselves and
resources available to them at the
state and federal level.
“The goal is really to bridge
the gap between what resources
are provided by those agencies
and what the difference is in
those agencies,” Passmore said.
“Even here in rural Texas, we
have access to their resources.”
On top of that, the agencies
who were involved wanted an
opportunity to see what the
needs were for local preservation
goals and what the agencies
could do better to help them
achieve those goals locally.
“They wanted to glean some
knowledge of what our needs are
here, since we are such a diverse
state,” Passmore said. “Of all the
resources they have available,
what is it that we need and where
can they support us.”
Another goal of Preservation
Texas is to identify endangered
properties, such as properties
that are dilapidated, or ones that
are being threatened with
demolition
because
of

substandard conditions.
“If a historic property is in
danger of being torn down, they
can place it on the endangered
historic places list and help with
getting it preserved,” Passmore
said.
An advantage of the
roadshow, other than bringing a
light to the history in Hockley
County, was to show a desire for
preservation in Levelland and
Hockley County.
“It was also good for our
community to see them here,”
Passmore said. “We don’t have a
huge preservation ethic in the
West Texas region. We tend to be
quick to tear down and build
new.”
However, Passmore said
historic buildings have more
value because of the history that
lies within them.
“We don’t see a lot of value
in properties we have because
they might not be 200 years old,
or ornate and Victorian; we don’t
think they have much value if
they’re not pretty in our eyes,”
Passmore said. “But, it’s not
about the look of a structure that
makes it valuable or even
attractive, it’s the story behind
the building.”
Passmore said it’s the stories
that lie in the history of the
See PRESERVATION, page 2

Jerry Poole reflects on time in United States Army
By Kati Moody
News Editor
Jerry Poole got a blast from
the past when he received the
Korean Defense Service Medal
two weeks ago, more than 50
years after he left the service.
Poole served in the United

Receives Korean Defense Service Medal

States Army from 1966 until 1968.
He was stationed in Korea during
the Vietnam War.
A few years ago, Poole
learned there was a medal for

KOREAN DEFENSE MEDAL–Becky Currington, veterans assistance
officer for Hockley County, assisted Jerry Poole, right, in receiving the
Korean Defense Service Medal, recently. Poole served in the United
States Army from 1966 until 1968. He was stationed in Korea. Pictured
is Currington with Poole, holding the medal. (Staff Photo)

veterans who had served in
Korea during a peace time. His
daughter, Audra, did the research
and Poole attempted to receive
his medal but was unsuccessful.
Poole mentioned this
endeavor to Becky Currington,
who serves as the Veterans
Assistance Officer for Hockley
County, and Currington told him
she would get it done–which she
did.
In August 2018, Currington
and Poole began the process to
get Poole the medal that he was
due. After months of paperwork
and back and forth, Poole learned
in November last year he would
receive the medal in July 2019.
However, when August this
year rolled around, a whole year
since Poole and Currington began
the process, Poole still had not
received his medal.
He went back to Currington’s
office and they started looking
into what had occurred. The
representatives responsible for
sending the medal acknowledged
it had been sent, but must have
gotten lost along the way. They
agreed to send Poole a
replacement medal, which arrived
less than two weeks later.
When it finally came in,
Poole said memories began

rushing back and he felt a sense
of pride for his daughter having
found that this medal was available
to him and others like him.
“I was just lucky and so
proud of my daughter for taking
the time to look around,” Poole
said.
The first thing he thought
after the initial feelings of
nostalgia wore off was that there
are probably more veterans like
himself who don’t know this
medal is available.
“First thing I was thinking
was that if it’s available to me, I’m
sure it is available to other G.I.s
who probably don’t know about
this,” Poole said. “We need to
figure out some way to find out
what’s available in other areas.”
Poole said he was happy to
receive the medal because he is
fond of his time that he spent
serving in the U.S. Military.
“It was good, I have no
regrets,” Poole said. “I enjoyed
the military and I enjoyed being
with the people who were from
around the United States.”
Poole was drafted into the
army in 1966. He spent a couple
months in training in the United
State, but spent the majority of
his time in Korea.
“I was ready,” Poole said. “I

said shoot, why not? I had uncles
and brothers who had served, so I
fell in line.”
Poole said he was raised in a
small West Texas town and that
after he graduated, there wasn’t
much there for him. When he was
drafted, he saw it as an
opportunity to see more than his
small hometown.
“The traveling and seeing
something new, I really enjoyed
that,” Poole said.
Poole said he grew up in the
army and that he was taught
valuable life lessons.
“They taught you respect
and to be responsible,” Poole
said. “I enjoyed basic training
because it was away from home.”
He spent six weeks in
Washington, D.C., and from there
shipped out to Korea.
He was assigned to a printing
unit, where he learned how to use
a big printer. He did that for a few
days before being spotted by a
commander.
“My commander was new
and when I came in, he had me
come up and visit him in his
office,” Poole said. “He said, you
didn’t ask for this. And I said, no,
it’s fine though. And the
commander said he needed a
driver.”

Poole said he was with a
small company of about 20
people. The commander told
Poole he needed someone to be a
mailman, a payroll clerk, and a
driver. He said he developed a
friendship with the commander
and got to see a lot of things that
he had never had the opportunity
to see before.
“I loved it,” Poole said. “It
was nice, I got to go where he
went.”
Poole said he might have not
been on the front lines, but he
learned plenty during his time
serving in the U.S. Military.
“Though I didn’t carry a gun
or shoot a cannon, we were the
support unit for them,” Poole
said. “That’s the way it was, and I
enjoyed it.”
The biggest takeaway that
Poole had from his time serving in
Korea was the difference in the
Korean people and what he was
used to.
“The
people
were
interesting,” Poole said. ‘That
was a poor country and the way
they lived was humbling.”
Poole said there is nothing
he would change about the time
he spent serving his country and
says he would encourage others
to do the same.
“I am absolutely thankful for
that time,” Poole said.
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ELECTION continued from page 1
It is one thing to learn about and that the president should
the past; it is another to wallow in issue an annual proclamation
it.
calling for the observance of
Armistice Day.
By that time, 27 state
Monday evening, I was on legislatures had made November
hand while third graders in Cub 11 a legal holiday. An act
Scout Troop 602 were instructed approved May 13, 1938 made
in “Stop the Bleed.”
November 11 a legal Federal
Stop the Bleed is a national holiday, “dedicated to the cause
awareness campaign and call-to- of world peace and to be hereafter
action. Stop the Bleed is intended celebrated and known as
to cultivate grassroots efforts ‘Armistice Day.’”
that encourage bystanders to
American effort during World
become trained, equipped, and War II saw the greatest
empowered to help in a bleeding mobilization of the U.S. Army,
emergency before professional Navy, Marines and Air Force in
help arrives.
the nation’s history (more than 16
Our team of instructors were million people); some 5.7 million
led by Covenant Hospital more served in the Korean War.
Levelland Director of Nurses
In 1954, after lobbying efforts
Jessica Maples, BSN RN and by
veterans’
service
included Rhonda Lehnert, RT, organizations, the 83rd U.S.
Kim Henry, BSN RN and Debbie Congress amended the 1938 act
Nock, RN CEN, all local emergency that had made Armistice Day a
room staff.
holiday, striking the word
The ladies taught the “Armistice” in favor of
youngsters what to do in an “Veterans.” President Dwight D.
emergency, impressing upon them Eisenhower signed the legislation
how quickly a person can bleed on June 1, 1954. From then on,
to death, and empowering them November 11 became a day to
to take action, using whatever honor American veterans of all
they have at hand to stuff into a wars.
wound and to maintain pressure
The next development in the
to stop life-threatening bleeding. story of Veterans Day unfolded in
In this day and age, you 1968, when Congress passed the
can’t start too early to learn what Uniform Monday Holiday Act,
to do in an emergency.
which sought to ensure three-day
The ladies also taught the weekends for federal employees—
youngsters how to improvise in and encourage tourism and
applying a tourniquet to an arm or travel—by celebrating four
leg to stop serious bleeding and national holidays (Washington’s
to leave it on until professional Birthday, Memorial Day, Veterans
help arrives.
Day and Columbus Day) on
The youngsters were very Mondays.
attentive and asked questions.
The observation of Veterans
The Stop the Bleed program Day was set as the fourth
is an initiative that Covenant Monday in October. The first
Hospital’s staff has undertaken Veterans Day under the new law
to save lives. So far this year was Monday, October 25, 1971;
alone, they have presented the confusion ensued, as many states
Stop the Bleed program to over disapproved of this change, and
700 men, women and children.
continued to observe the holiday
If you have not participated on its original date.
in the informative program, please
In 1975, after it became
call Covenant Hospital for details. evident that the actual date of
It was the second time for me Veterans Day carried historical
to witness the program. I have and patriotic significance to many
carried a first aid kit in my toolbox Americans, President Gerald Ford
for years and have basic supplies signed a new law returning the
both in the office and at home, observation of Veterans Day to
but I was so impressed that I am November 11th beginning in
going to order Stop the Bleed kits 1978. If November 11 falls on a
for my office, pickup and Saturday or Sunday, the federal
daughter’s classroom. I hope that government observes the holiday
I never need the supplies in the on the previous Friday or
kit but I would rather be prepared following Monday, respectively.
than to be caught needing Government offices, the postal
service and banks are closed on
something and not having it.
My thanks to those ladies Veteran’s Day.
for their commitment to seeing
that residents old and young are
Now for some humor!
prepared for any emergency!
A woman rolled an elderly
man in a wheelchair into the
Monday is Veterans Day, reception area of a doctor’s
which is a U.S. legal holiday office.
As she went to the desk, the
dedicated to American veterans
of all wars. Inside today’s paper man sat there, alone and silent.
Then a boy climbed off his
are a dozen pages with photos of
local veterans who have served mother’s lap and walked over to
our nation through the years the wheelchair. Placing his hand
both in times of war and peace. on the man’s, the boy said, “I
We thank everyone who helped know how you feel. My mom
us gather those photos over the makes me ride in a stroller, too.”
past two years in a salute to those
who put their lives on hold to
A guy was on the side of the
protect our great nation.
Veterans Day traces its roots road hitch hiking on a very dark
back to 1918, when, on the 11th night in the middle of a storm.
The night passed slowly and
hour of the 11th day of the 11th
month, an armistice, or temporary no cars went by.
The storm was so strong that
cessation of hostilities, was
declared between the Allied he could hardly see a few feet
nations and Germany in World ahead of him.
Suddenly, he saw a car
War I, then known as “the Great
slowly looming, ghostlike, out of
War.”
Commemorated in many the gloom.
It slowly crept toward him
countries as Armistice Day the
following year, November 11th and stopped. Reflexively, the guy
became a federal holiday in the got into the car and closed the
United States in 1938. In the door, then realized that there was
aftermath of World War II and the nobody behind the wheel.
The car slowly started
Korean War, Armistice Day
became known as Veterans Day. moving again.
The guy was terrified, too
The Treaty of Versailles was
signed on June 28, 1919, marking scared to think of jumping out
the official end of World War I. and running.
The guy saw that the car was
Nonetheless, the armistice date
of November 11, 1918, remained slowly approaching a sharp curve.
The guy started to pray,
in the public imagination as the
date that marked the end of the begging for his life; he was sure
the ghost car would go off the
conflict.
One year later, in November road and he would plunge to his
1919, U.S. President Woodrow death, when just before the curve,
Wilson proclaimed November 11 a hand appeared through the
as the first commemoration of window and turned the steering
Armistice Day. The day’s wheel, guiding the car safely
observation included parades around the bend.
Paralyzed with terror, the guy
and public gatherings, as well as
a brief pause in business and watched the hand reappear every
time they reached a curve.
school activities at 11 a.m.
Finally, the guy gathered his
On November 11, 1921, an
unidentified American soldier wits and leaped from the car and
killed in the war was buried at ran into the nearest town.
Wet and in shock, he rushed
Arlington National Cemetery near
Washington, D.C. On the same into a bar and, voice quavering,
day the previous year, ordered two shots and told
unidentified soldiers were laid to everybody about his terrible,
rest at Westminster Abbey in supernatural experience.
A silence enveloped
London and at the Arc de
everybody when they realized the
Triomphe in Paris.
On June 4, 1926, Congress guy was apparently sane and not
passed a resolution that the drunk.
About a half hour later, two
“recurring anniversary of
[November 11, 1918] should be guys walked into the same bar.
One says to the other, “Look
commemorated with thanksgiving
and prayer and exercises designed Boudreaux, that’s the idiot that
to perpetuate peace through rode in our car when we was
good
will
and
mutual pushin’ it in the rain!”
understanding between nations,”

providing for the issuance of
additional general obligation
bonds by the Texas Water
Development Board in an amount
not to exceed $200 million to
provide financial assistance for
the development of certain
projects in economically
distressed areas–974 votes for
and 665 votes against;
–Proposition
3:
The
constitutional
amendment
authorizing the legislature to
provide for a temporary exemption
from ad valorem taxation of a
portion of the appraised value of
certain property damaged by a
disaster–1,353 votes for and 284

votes against;
–Proposition
4:
The
constitutional
amendment
prohibiting the imposition of an
individual income tax, including a
tax on an individual’s share of
partnership and unincorporated
association income–1,464 votes
for and 208 votes against;
–Proposition
5:
The
constitutional
amendment
dedicating the revenue received
from the existing state sales and
use taxes that are imposed on
sporting goods to the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department
and the Texas Historical
Commission to protect Texas’

natural areas, water quality, and
the history by acquiring,
managing and improving the
state and local parks and historic
sites while not increasing the rate
of the state sales and use taxes–
1,433 votes for and 222 votes
against;
–Proposition
6:
The
constitutional
amendment
authorizing the legislature to
increase by $3 billion the maximum
bond among authorized for the
Cancer Prevention and Research
Institute in Texas–977 votes for
and 664 votes against;
–Proposition
7:
The
constitutional
amendment
allowing increased distributions
to the available school fund–
1,251 votes for and 395 votes
against;
–Proposition
8:
The
constitutional
amendment
providing for the creation of the

flood infrastructure fund to assist
in the financing of drainage, flood
mitigation and flood control
projects–1,053 votes for and 592
votes against;
–Proposition
9:
The
constitutional
amendment
authorizing the legislature to
exempt from ad valorem taxation
precious metal held in a precious
metal depository located in the
state–981 votes for and 622 votes
against; and
–Proposition 10: The
constitutional amendment to allow
the transfer of a law enforcement
animal to a qualified caretaker in
certain circumstances–1,514 votes
for and 124 votes against.
Across the state, voters
voted in favor of propositions
two, three, four, five, six, seven,
eight, nine and 10. Proposition
No. 1 did not pass.

Levelland ISD board
approves CFO hire

NEW UNIFORMS–Animal Control Officers with the Levelland Police
Department were proud to wear their new uniforms this week. Pictured
are the officers, from left: Mary Garnett and Wilmer Espinal. Garnett
started with the department in August and Espinal came on as an
animal control officer in August. (Staff Photo)

The Levelland ISD Board of
Trustees met in a special meeting
Wednesday to approve the hiring
of Teresa Monetamayor as the
district’s new Chief Financial
Officer.
Montemayor comes to the
district from Brownfield ISD,
where she has served as the CFO
since 2017.
Prior to her time with
Brownfield, Montemayor served
as the secretary, superintendent’s
secretary, accounts payable clerk,
and business manager at Hart ISD
between 2005 and 2017.
She has a bachelor’s of
business administration with a

specialty in accounting from
West Texas A&M University.
Montemayor’s hiring was
approved unanimously by the
board members in attendance at
Wednesday’s meeting.
Montemayor’s hiring comes
on the heels of the resignation of
current CFO for Levelland ISD,
Lance Terrell.
Terrell has accepted a
position at Region 16 in Amarillo.
His resignation is effective
November 29.
Montemayor will start work
with Levelland ISD on December
9. She was approved with a nonchapter 21 contract.

Commissioners will
meet Wednesday
The Hockley County
Commissioners will meet
Wednesday at 10 a.m. for a
regular meeting in the
Commissioners’ Courtroom at the
Hockley County Courthouse.
Items on the agenda include:
–Read for approval the
minutes of the special meeting
held Wednesday, October 30;
–Read for approval all
monthly bills and claims submitted
to the court and dated through
November 12, 2019;
–Hear the monthly public
assistance report;
–Consider action to approve
the treasurer’s quarterly report;
–Consider action to approve

ad valorem tax refunds;
–Consider action to approve
the fiscal year 2020 statewide
automated victim notification
service (SAVNS) contract;
–Consider and take action to
approve the amended plat for
Bent Tree Estates subdivision to
replace the plat approved by the
court at the regular meeting on
September 4, 2019;
–Consider action to approve
the canvass of the 2019
constitutional amendment special
election; and
–Consider action to approve
a road crossing for Occidental
Permian, LTD., on Kelly Road in
Precinct No. 2.

NEW CFO–The Levelland ISD Board of Trustees approved the hiring
of Teresa Montemayor as the district’s new Chief Financial Officer at
its meeting, Wednesday. Montemayor joins the district after serving
as the CFO at Brownfield ISD for two years. Pictured are, from left: Jeff
Northern, superintendent at Levelland ISD; Teresa Montemayor, and
Lance Terrell, current CFO for Levelland ISD. Terrell has resigned from
the district, which will be effective November 29. Montemayor will
begin CFO duties at Levelland ISD on December 9. (Staff Photo)

PRESERVATION continued from page 1
buildings that is important to
Levelland, and is what tells the
bigger story of the community.
“All our historic buildings,
especially in our downtown
historic area, have a lot of
stories,” Passmore said. “They’re
the fabric of what makes Levelland,
Levelland.”
As part of the Preservation
Texas Roadshow Wednesday,
the group took a tour of
downtown Levelland and heard
presentations from business
owners in historic buildings.
Those businesses included
Mosaic Coffee Company,
Atchison’s Jewelry, Billy Price’s
Furniture Store, Studebaker
Events, and the Wallace Theater.
The owners at the new
Mosaic Coffee Company, which
is scheduled to host its grand
opening Monday, impressed
roadshow attendants with several
stories they discovered while
renovating their building, which
was purchased in November
2018.
Leah Bynum and Megan
Bynum said in the upstairs area of
the building, there is a sign of a
former oil company that is actually
the grandparent company of
Occidental Petroleum, one of the
leading oilfield companies on the
South Plains and the Permian
Basin.
Megan also told an anecdote
of a half-smoked cigar they found
in the upper story of the building,
which was home to several
offices including that of lawyers,
oilfield businesses and insurance
agencies.
“We could just imagine
lawyers with their big cowboy
boots perched on a desk in the
1900s, smoking a cigar while
doing business,” Megan said.
Megan and Leah agreed that
there are obstacles to renovating
and opening a new business in a
historic building, most of which
deal with bringing a historic
building up to code.
Megan said they debated on
whether or not to install a fire
suppression system, which costs
upwards of $10,000 to install. But,
after hearing the horror story of a

historic building in Guthrie,
Oklahoma that burned down as
the result of a fire in a neighboring
building, they decided the cost
was definitely worth the peace of
mind.
Passmore said there are lots
of resources and incentives
available through all the agencies
involved, including Texas
Historical
Commission,
Preservation Texas and the Texas
Plains Trail.
But, as was highlighted by
the Bynum sisters and other
business owners around the
square, Passmore said investors
“will laugh and say this is not a
good investment because the
numbers don’t add up.”
“The amount of work that
has to go into one of these
buildings for things that are
necessary are so costly at times,
investors or developers won’t
even look at these types of
properties because on paper, the
numbers don’t make sense,”
Passmore said.
Another obstacle that
historic building owners face,
which was also faced by the
Bynum sisters in opening their
business, was the red tape one
has to go through in order to gain
access to any historical incentives
or benefits.
“[The Bynum sisters] did all
the work themselves, which had
some red tape that goes along
with that,” Passmore said. “That
makes it hard, because we don’t
have access to a lot of contractors
or architects of varying expertise
with preservation and historic
buildings that are local because it
isn’t cost effective to try and hire
someone from Houston who has
that expertise to come here.”
Luckily, Passmore said
because Levelland is a
“progressive community,” there
are local incentives available to
potential historic building owners.
“The great thing about our
community is that we are a
progressive community and I feel
like there has been a lot of great
movement in the last few years,”
Passmore said. “We have a great
new resource available in the

Chapter 380 program.”
Passmore said the Chapter
380 program, which was approved
by the Levelland City Council
earlier this year, provides
assistance for developers and
property owners who will be
restoring a historic building that
may be 10 plus years vacant.
“That’s where the priority is
being placed right now because
of these issues,” Passmore said.
Any building that is located
within the Main Street district is
eligible for a sign and paint grant,
worth $1,000; or a mega grant,
worth $25,000.
Both grants are matching
grants and require the property
owner to provide a 100 percent
match for the funds.
“We haven’t had anyone
take advantage of the program,
yet, and the city council only
approved it for two years,”
Passmore said.
She said the grants aren’t
“free money” though, and are
being made possible for
preservation efforts, thus the
grants do come with some
parameters and stipulations.
“Grant doesn’t mean free
money, it means assistance,”
Passmore said. “There are going
to be stipulations or strings
attached with grants or incentives
in certain instances.”
Passmore said that because a
grant is being provided by a
public government entity, once
the contract is signed, those
details are public record.
“At a certain point, when
you get to the contract agreement
and we’re signing the bottom line,
then that becomes common
knowledge,” Passmore said.
“That’s something that property
owners need to take into
consideration. They have to be

willing to be transparent in order
to receive some of these benefits.
“The purpose is to preserve
those buildings and keep the
historical integrity in tact as much
as we can,” Passmore continued.
“That’s important for our story,
for our history and what makes up
the fabric of our community.
When we lose that, we lose who
we are.”
Passmore said at the Texas
Downtown
Association
conference,
she
heard
presentations from two different
city representatives from both
Bastrop and Georgetown. The
presentations talked about how
acreage in their cites’ historic
districts is worth more than
acreage at large, commercial stores.
In Georgetown, it showed
that their Walmart encompassed
20 acres and was appraised at $15
million, approximately $780,000
per acre. Their downtown district
comprised 19 acres and the
assessed value was calculated at
$15 million, or $3 million per acre.
“Walmart is one owner, who
isn’t local, and isn’t someone
who is investing in your
community,” Passmore said. “The
downtown is made up of 20 plus
owners, all of whom live here,
play here, are raising a family here
and are very much invested in the
community. It’s beyond the
bottom line, even if you look at
the bottom line, their value
definitely outweighs the other.”
Passmore said this is another
opportunity for downtown to
earn its seat at the economic
development table.
“We don’t have a seat at the
economic development table but
we are starting to claim our seat
because we deserve it,” Passmore
said.
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